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FLASH

LIBRARY NEWS

Video Streaming Service is Coming!
By Margaret Piper, Systems Librarian
Here at the SDG Library we are all very excited to start
providing our patrons with a new video streaming service
called Kanopy. This carefully curated collection features
arthouse, indie and documentary films — the kind of things
that are hard to find elsewhere. They describe themselves as
providers of "thoughtful entertainment" and I have to say that
this collection really lives up to that description. Some of you
may recall that borrowing from small independent video
stores and public libraries used to be the only options for
renting unique films. With Kanopy, we can all enjoy that luxury
from the comfort of home.
I'm not a film buff, but I have a soft spot in my heart for
arthouse films. Back in 2008 or so, while I was in school, I went
through an indie film phase. I spent many an evening strolling
through the local independent film store pondering what to
watch, looking for something other than the usual blockbuster
hits. My tastes these days are more varied but for a while
there, I was watching mainly Criterion films and
documentaries. I felt very grown up and intellectual (even
though I found a huge number of the films baffling and above
my head).
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Some of the arthouse films that really resonated with me were
the films of Jacques Tati. His comedic timing and
simultaneously biting commentary on modernity really hit
home. I've always been a little bit odd in that I like technology,
yet I'm very fussy about which technology I will use and how.
The film Mon Oncle, in which the titular character is played by
Tati himself, is one of my favourites. Tati plays a bit of a
bumbling character who can never seem to contend with
modern technology. In one particularly amusing scene, he tries
and fails to operate the overly-designed "modern" facilities in
a kitchen with hilarious results. A bit of slapstick, a bit of social
commentary.
I also got to know my now-husband through films like these.
We had opposite taste in movies at first and couldn’t find films
we both wanted to watch until we stumbled on the indie and
documentary treasure trove at our local rental store.
Kanopy will be available with your Library card sometime in
April. I hope you enjoy yourselves with this collection. There’s
truly something for everyone and it’s a great chance to try
something new and unexpected!

sdglibrary.ca

Robert Bateman’s Sketch Across Canada
By Tara Nicholson, LSA, Lancaster Branch
We are pleased to announce SDG Library’s upcoming participation in a new project that honours Robert Bateman’s
90th birthday, ‘Sketch Across Canada’.
The Bateman Foundation is distributing FREE sketchbooks to encourage Canadians to connect with our environments
through sketching in nature. The goal is to get 33,000 sketchbooks distributed, which is also the figure associated with
the number of days one has lived when turning 90.
Most of us are familiar with Canada’s renowned naturalist, teacher, and celebrated artist, Robert Bateman. He is
famous for his breathtaking realism capturing the beauty of our planet. His unmistakable artistic style reflects his
commitment to ecology and preservation, and he is further dedicated to environmentalism as spokesman for
ecological and conservation organizations.
Sketching in the natural world is a relaxing, mindful act that promotes knowledge and understanding of our
environment. Taking the time to venture into nature, pause, get grounded, really look at our surroundings and sketch is
a great way to ease anxiety and elevate our mood. Such an activity is needed in these challenging times, now more than
ever. This tranquil, creative activity is for all ages.
Lancaster Branch is happy to be a distribution point to pick up your free ‘Sketch Across Canada’ sketchbooks. In
exchange, participants are encouraged to share their finished sketches on social media with the hashtag
#mynaturesketch. Prizes will be awarded periodically by the Robert Bateman Foundation so stay connected with them
at batemanfoundation.org/naturesketch/.
Sketchbooks will be available as of Monday, March 22 from the Lancaster Branch. If you can’t get to the branch, please
contact us at lancasterlib@sdglibrary.ca or (613) 347-2311 and we can send one to your local branch for pick-up.
DID YOU KNOW?
Books of Robert Bateman’s art and life have reached over a million sold! His latest book, Robert Bateman’s Canada, as
well as many other titles are available to borrow through SDG Library. Check out this list of Robert Bateman and other
art books available to provide you with creative inspiration: Sketch Across Canada Book List.

LIBRARY PROGRAMS - VIRTUAL
Are you looking to connect with others? Or maybe learn something new? Our virtual programs are a perfect way to do either or
both! All programs are online, so get comfortable and join us from home. Our programs are a combination of pre-recorded and live
programs (using Zoom). Space may be limited for our live programs so make sure to register early to save your spot!
To register for our Zoom programs, please email programs@sdglibrary.ca before noon the day of the program. A confirmation email
will be sent back to you after registering. If you have not received an email confirmation within two business days of registering,
please send a follow-up email or call (613) 930-3493. And make sure to check your spam folder just in case the email ended up there
instead of your inbox.
SDG Stay-At-Home Book Club

StoryWalk® at Summerstown Forest*

Blown Afar — Glassblowing Demonstration

Be a part of our virtual book club! A new title
each month. Great reads, great discussions and
great fun!
Join our Facebook Group

Saturday, March 20 & Sunday, March 21
10:00am
Take the family for a walk at the Summerstown
Forest and enjoy a story along the way. The
story will be on display from Saturday, March 20
at 10:00am until Sunday, March 21 at 2:00pm.

Friday, April 9 | 6:30pm
Did you love the Netflix series Blown Away?
Join Priest’s Mill Arts Centre (PMAC) for an
interactive virtual glass-blowing demonstration,
followed by a Q&A session. Attendees may be
entered in a draw to win the creations from the
event. Prizes will be available for pick up at
PMAC. Registration is required – please
register by emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca.

Adults.
Facebook.

Forest of Reading Programs
March and April
Join one of our Forest of Reading programs and
be part of Canada’s largest recreational reading
program. Each program is designed for a specific
age or grade level. Read the books, take part in
the activities, and then vote for your favourites.
Registration is required — please register by
emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca. Find out
more at sdglibrary.ca/forest-reading.
School-aged Children & Teens.

Maker Meet Up
Wednesdays in March & April | 6:30pm
Let’s talk making! Bring your project (knitting,
baking, scrapbooking, woodworking, etc.) or
ideas (DIY projects, kombucha brewing,
beading, quilling, etc.) and join maker expert,
Amy, to discuss all things DIY. Registration is
required – please register by emailing
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Adults & Teens.
Zoom.

Winter Virtual Storytimes
Wednesdays, March 3, 10 & 17 | 10:30am
Join Library staff for the final three sessions of
our winter storytime program. Connect with
other little ones and enjoy the magic of reading.
Registration is required – please register by
emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca.

Family.
Summerstown Trails — Summerstown Road, 1.6 km
north of exit 804 of the 401.
In partnership with the Friends of the Summerstown
Trails.
*Program may be postponed or cancelled depending
on COVID-19 restrictions.

Blue Spruce Storytimes
Wednesdays, March 24, April 7 & 21 | 10:30am
Join Colleen and enjoy two of the Forest of
Reading Blue Spruce-nominated picture books
at each storytime (total of six books).
Registration is required — please register by
emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Ages 5-7.
Zoom.

Children’s Author Visit
Wednesday, March 24 | 5:00pm
Meet (virtually) local author, Erin Lee. She will
delight us with her colourful characters from
her book Maggie the Magnificent, share about
her experience as a writer and illustrator, and
then answer all our questions. Registration is
required — please register by emailing
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Family.
Zoom.

Macrame: It’s Knot Too Tricky if You’re
Thready to Learn

Thursday, April 1 | 6:30pm
Like many, our Library Intern, Charlotte, has
adapted to spending more time at home by
exploring new crafts and hobbies, including
Virtual Ancestry Club
learning the art of macrame. Join Charlotte for
Fridays, March 12 & 26 | 1:00pm
Whether you’re new to genealogy or a seasoned an introductory workshop designed to make
pro, join us to learn tips, exchange information, this old craft new again. Participants will be
provided with a kit to follow along and make
share successes, and leave with new ideas and
macrame feathers that can be used for wall
suggestions! Sessions are available from 1:00hangings, keychains, etc. Space is limited and
4:00pm. Book your appointment by emailing
registration is required. Participants must
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
register by Thursday, March 25 in order to
Adults.
receive their kit in time. Please register by
Zoom.
emailing programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Preschool-aged Children.
Zoom.

Adults & Teens.
Zoom.
In partnership with Priest’s Mill Arts Centre (PMAC).

Recycled Reads — Bird Book Cage
Saturday, April 17 | 10:00am
Celebrate Earth Day and the arrival of spring by
creating your very own one-of-a-kind Book Bird
Cage. All you'll need is a soft-covered book, glue
gun and glue sticks, and whatever
embellishments you would like to make your
decorative Book Bird Cage truly unique. Video
will be posted online starting on Saturday,
April 17.
sdglibrary.ca/virtual-programs-create
Adults & Teens.
Pre-recorded video.

Lost to the St. Lawrence: a Look Back at
SDG’s Local History
Thursday, April 22 | 6:30pm
Join our Library Intern for a journey back in
time! Discover the many resources of our Local
History Collection as Charlotte explores the
infamously controversial construction project of
the St. Lawrence Seaway. Registration is
required – please register by emailing
programs@sdglibrary.ca.
Adults & Teens.
Zoom.

Adults & Teens.
Zoom.
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Local Storyteller
By Iris Clark, LSA, Alexandria Branch
We are so lucky to have numerous authors in our midst,
including the talented Erin Lee. Erin lives in Long
Sault and graduated from the University of Ottawa with
an Honours degree in Fine Arts, Visual Arts. She specialized in
drawing/painting with a fascination in portraits. She is an
accomplished artist and has recently shifted her artistic focus
to illustrate the characters in her book Maggie the
Magnificent. This is Erin’s first published book, but it will not
be her last! In fact, she has written many short stories and
novels since she was a young girl — writing has always been a
part of her! Some of her favourite authors are Robert Munsch,
Dr. Seuss, and Roald Dahl.
Erin currently teaches kindergarten and strives to inspire her
students to love reading the way she did as a child.
Although at times she feels like Ms. Frizzle with her wild avant
-garde lessons, she adores her students and tends to draw
upon memorable classroom moments for her writing.
Through her childhood stories, she is addressing important
topics, such as bullying, inclusion, and anxiety within the
classroom setting. Erin states that no matter how subtle or
small these issues may appear, they occur in every classroom,
and it is crucial that they do not go unheard.

Erin is not only a teacher,
a writer, and an artist, she
is also musically inclined
and an athlete! She plays
in her band “The Lee
Sisters” and likes to keep
active by competing in
duathlons and triathlons.
Above all, Erin enjoys
spending time with her
wonderful family — her
partner Brad, her loving
Mom and Dad, her two
supportive sisters, and her
old, endearing black cat.
Would you like to meet Erin? Then join us as she shares her
story Maggie the Magnificent with us on Wednesday, March
24 at 5:00pm.

Foster a Love of Reading
By Emily Andrews, LSA, Maxville Branch
I love reading. I always have. There’s no two ways about it.
One of my most vivid childhood memories is of scouring the
local library’s shelves for a yellow-jacketed Nancy Drew that I
might not have discovered yet (and how lucky am I that I get
to work in that very home branch — albeit in a different
building!). Even now as an
adult, I enjoy the discussion
that comes when someone
discovers a new author or
series they have become
hooked on. I really feel that
my love of reading stemmed
from a very early age and was
boosted by all those hours spent with my nose in a book, lost
in another world.
At the SDG Library, we want to help you foster that same
passion for reading in your own children. The benefits of being
a strong reader and one who reads for pleasure into
adulthood are almost immeasurable. We know that building
strong reading skills helps children be successful in school and
in future employment opportunities. But what about some of
NAVIGATOR FLASH | MARCH/APRIL 2021

those other benefits? Reading is also a proven stress buster —
it’s 100% more effective than a cup of tea and a whopping
700% more effective than playing video games! Plus reading
is a trigger for the imagination. It can inspire us and expose us
to places and people that would be out of grasp in our
everyday lives. Need I go on?
This is why we are pleased to offer the ‘Forest of Reading’,
Canada’s largest recreational reading program, to our patrons
this March and April. This reading program offers specific
reading lists geared towards an age range or grade level.
Participants will read as many titles as they can in their
program, take part in the activities, and then vote for their
favourite book/author. Each group will be led by our fun and
knowledgeable staff — all run slightly different depending on
the age group. But it’s guaranteed there will be some fun
activities, great reads, and plenty of encouragement along the
way.
So what are you waiting for? Join us for the ‘Forest of Reading’
program! For more information and to register, visit
sdglibrary.ca/forest-reading.
sdglibrary.ca

Page 5

KIDS+ ZONE

MAKER Minute —

Snow Volcano

Try a wintery twist on this classic STEAM activity!
Materials:
• Snow!
• Small container/cup
• 2 spoonfuls of baking soda
• 30 ml of vinegar
• Couple drops of food colouring

Directions:
1. Place the small container on the
snow and build up snow around in a
cone shape. Keep the opening of the
cup free of snow.
2. Add the baking soda and food
colouring into the container.
3. Add the vinegar to the container,
stand back, and watch the eruption!

What’s Going On?
Chemical reactions occur when two things are combined. In this case, baking soda and vinegar create carbon dioxide gas. The
pressure pushes up and escapes through the opening in the container, creating an eruption.

Share your SDG Library memories with us!
In honour of our 50th anniversary,
we want to know what role the Library has played for you.
We're collecting stories and photos to create a
commemorative record to remember our 50 years.
Interested in sharing your story?
Contact Susan
swallwork@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 930-3493
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Book Review
Dark Towers: Deutsche Bank, Donald Trump and an Epic Trail of Destruction by David Enrich
Book review by Ian McKelvie, CSA, Dundas and Stormont Branches
I rarely read business books and I definitely have never read a
book about international banking. Plus, I see more articles about
Donald Trump than I care to read. So with all the books on my ‘to
read’ list, why pick one with two strikes against it?
It all started with a review.
“Name a banking scandal and Deutsche Bank was in the thick of it
— interest rate manipulation, Russia money laundering, currency
dealings with rogue states, the collapse of Italy’s (and the world’s
oldest) bank, hidden derivative losses, a high-level suicide.”
This didn’t seem like a typical business book (OK, except for the
part about hidden derivatives). It sounded like a thriller.
Deutsche Bank, founded in 1870, is older than Germany and for many years it was a stable,
conservative institution. The bank was run by a board that made decisions by consensus. It
didn’t have a CEO so there was never a threat by one person to run the bank off the rails.
During it’s first 100+ years, Deutsche Bank financed Germany’s industrial growth and
became a regional banking powerhouse. (There was one notable stain on its name during the
1940s when Deutsche Bank was forced to get rid of its Jewish directors as well as finance
the construction of Auschwitz.)
In the mid 90s, that all changed. Author David Enrich, a finance editor at the New York
Times, describes in great detail how Deutsche Bank lost its way. It began with the hiring of
Edson Mitchell from Merrill Lynch to expand the bank into global markets. Mitchell set up an
office in London so the Frankfurt headquarters staff couldn’t keep an eye on him and his
hired guns from Wall Street.
Deutsch Bank was soon piling up the losses along with numerous ethical and legal violations
and questionable ties to Donald Trump. Eventually it became the biggest bank in the world
but at the same time it seemed as if no one was in control. As the pressure to rein in those
who broke the rules and the number of investigations mounted, three employees would
commit suicide.
Dark Towers is a classic story of how unchecked ambition can lead to financial ruin and
criminal activity.
Borrow a copy of Dark Towers available in print and eBook.

MEET THE STAFF

Welcome Back, Darlene (Meet Darlene)
District Supervisor

(Alexandria, Avonmore, Lancaster, Maxville, & Williamstown branches)
Just last December, Darlene Atkins retired after 31 years with the
Library. Two months later, she’s back part-time to cover the maternity
leave of her replacement! Keep reading below to get to know Darlene a
little better and learn about her role with the Library.

Q: Tell us about what you do for the SDG Library.
A: As District Supervisor, I manage the day-to-day performance
of branch staff to ensure the efficient operations of the
branches in District 3 — Alexandria, Lancaster, Maxville,
Avonmore, and Williamstown. I implement system-wide
policies and procedures, co-ordinate, and deliver direct public
service. The job has varying aspects such as staff recruitment,
training, scheduling, participating in system-wide planning,
programs, and assisting with community outreach initiatives.
All of which I have thoroughly enjoyed over the years.

Q: Can you tell readers a bit about yourself?
A: I began as a student back when the Administration Office was
in the Cornwall Cotton Mills, hired by Mr. Herman Nyland to
work on our bookmobile in the summer months as I attended
Algonquin College in 1982. I then held a position at the
Moose Creek Branch as “Relief Staff” in 1989. I decided that
getting married and having three children was my calling, but
keeping my foot in the Library door was also a priority for me.
Once my children were all in school, I returned to the SDG
Library in a more permanent capacity in a part-time position
in July 1994 as a Library Clerk in Lancaster Township, and
have been here ever since. In 1996 I began my work as a
supervisor (Public Service Reference Technician) in
Alexandria, then in 2000 became the Children’s Programmer
at the Administration office, and finally Reference
Technician/Service Delivery Technician/District Supervisor
in 2004 until 2020/2021.

Q: What do you love most about working in libraries?
A: This is such a loaded question when there is so much to love
about the SDG Library. I have to say that since the pandemic
started last March, I’ve been immensely impressed with all
our staff. So many stepped up to the plate and rose above the
many challenges that we were faced with. We have a
supportive Administrative team and we have learned so
much. What I am most proud of is the reality that we, as a
team, can make any adjustment necessary and accomplish
anything.
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Q: If you could tell people one thing about the SDG Library, what
would it be?

A: We are resilient, hard-working, and devoted. I have been
blessed and I am proud to be a part of this team over the past
31+ years. Our staff is our biggest and most important
resource as we continue to build on our internal capacity
through on-going professional development and our
commitment to providing excellent customer service and
positive patron interactions in every branch.

Q: What are you reading right now?
A: I’m reading two books at the moment. The Book of Joy, about
two spiritual leaders, close friends, His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu spending five days
together to look back on their lives and answer a single
burning question: How do we find joy in the face of life’s
inevitable suffering? So much wisdom in one book was one
thing that resonated with me personally. “Pain is inevitable,
but suffering is optional”. They also offer the 8 Pillars of Joy
that could provide the foundation for lasting happiness. A
very enjoyable book that inspires us to discover a level of
lasting peace, courage, and joy. I have also just begun reading
Keep Sharp: Build a better brain at any age by Dr. Sanjay
Gupta. He teaches us to better understand brain function
and how to preserve it. So far what I have learned is that
“exercising” is key!

sdglibrary.ca

Get Lost in the History of SDG
By Charlotte Halstead, Library Intern
Prior to moving to SDG last fall, I had visited all but twice before. The first time was back in
2010, when I stopped at Upper Canada Village en route to Quebec City for my Grade 8 trip.
Having just turned 14, I was far more interested in my iPod Nano and anything related to the
Twilight Saga as opposed to witnessing historical reenactments. In 2015, I visited SDG
again from Ottawa for a weekend trip to my then-roommate's family farm in
Morrisburg. Little did I know that five years later, I would become a resident myself, after
landing an internship with the SDG Library as their Local History Archives Intern.
For the past few months, I have immersed myself in the rich history of the United Counties,
reviewing more than 1,000 items to date from the Library’s Local History
Collection (LHC). Although primarily library-use only, the collection does offer a small
number of titles that can be brought home. Presently, this collection is dispersed throughout
all 15 branches.
Working on this project has taught me so much as a newbie to the area; an example being
that I had no idea entire villages were cleared to make way for the St. Lawrence
Seaway expansion. This led to the loss of six villages (known as the Lost Villages), part of
Morrisburg, the relocation of Iroquois, and the creation of Ingleside and Long Sault for
displaced residents. Further, the buildings that comprise the Lost Villages Museum and
Upper Canada Village were recovered from the Lost Villages sites prior to demolition.
Our LHC contains civic records, historical atlases, family genealogical records, as well as
nonfiction works that recount famous landmarks, events, and other important aspects of
local history. It has been collected with a focus on the preservation of documents and
written accounts of our local history — providing a peek at what the past was like. Whether
you’re new to the area like me, or have been here your whole life, when it is safe to do so, I
highly encourage you to stop by and have a browse. You never know which hidden gem you
may uncover!
Learn more about our LHC and the work Charlotte has been doing on
Thursday, April 22 at 6:30pm.

LIBRARY HOURS

We’re Still Here for You!
As the threat of COVID-19 continues, it is important that we stay vigilant and do our part to help stop the spread. We are
monitoring the situation closely and will adjust our services as we are able to do so. Stay up-to-date on any changes by
connecting with us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, or visit our website. Our current hours of operation are listed below. And
don’t forget, digital resources and virtual programs are available on our website at sdglibrary.ca.
Alexandria Branch
alexandrialib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 525-3241
Monday 2:00-7:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Avonmore Branch
avonmorelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 346-2137
Tuesday 4:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Chesterville Branch
chestervillelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 448-2616
Wednesday 3:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Crysler Branch
cryslerlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 987-2090
Monday 10:00am-1:00pm
Tuesday 2:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 9:00am-1:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Ingleside Branch
inglesidelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 537-2592
Monday 3:00-7:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Thursday 3:00-7:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Iroquois Branch
iroquoislib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 652-4377
Wednesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Friday 1:00-4:00pm

Lancaster Branch
lancasterlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 347-2311
Monday 9:00am-2:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-7:00pm
Thursday 2:00pm-7:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Long Sault Branch
longsaultlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 534-2605
Tuesday 10:00am-2:00pm
Wednesday 2:00-6:00pm
Friday 1:00-4:00pm

MakerLab/Finch Branch
finchlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 984-2807
Wednesday 2:00-6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm

Maxville Branch
maxvillelib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 527-2235
Tuesday 4:00-7:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Morrisburg Branch
morrisburglib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 543-3384
Monday 12:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Wednesday 3:00-7:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-3:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

South Mountain Branch
southmountainlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 989-2199
Tuesday 4:00-7:00pm
Thursday 10:00am-1:00pm

Williamsburg Branch
williamsburglib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 535-2185
Tuesday 2:00-6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

Williamstown Branch
williamstownlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 347-3397
Monday 2:00-6:00pm
Thursday 3:00-7:00pm

Winchester Branch
winchesterlib@sdglibrary.ca | (613) 774-2612
Monday 9:00am-2:00pm
Tuesday 2:00-7:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-3:00pm
Thursday 2:00-7:00pm
Friday 12:00-5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

